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WHO ARE TODAY'S STUDENTS?
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HOW ARE TODAY'S STUDENTS DIFFERENT FROM THOSE IN THE PAST?

Today's students are diverse in age, race, and income level. They're more mobile than previous generations and may
not live on campus. Most participate in the workforce, either full-time or part-time. Work and family responsibilities
beyond the classroom—whether that is on-campus or online—often compete with today’s students’ educational
goals. Younger workers are changing jobs as many as four times by age 32, so lifelong learning and continuing
education are quickly becoming the norm. Despite the changing demographic realities, the federal role in supporting
postsecondary education is largely the remnant of policies designed for a time when most students graduated high
school and immediately went to a four-year university or trade school. Federal policy needs to be updated to support
a system that works for everyone, including today’s students—a system where postsecondary providers can deliver
the skills and knowledge that employers seek, where programs are flexible and support student success, and in which

all types of learning, including on-campus, online, competency-based, and more, are fully recognized.

HOW DO TODAY'’S STUDENTS ATTEND COLLEGE?

COLLEGE TYPES ONLINE LEARNING
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TRANSFER STATUS
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Students lose, on average, one
semester’s worth of coursework
when they transfer colleges.™
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Those at public and private non-
profit community colleges are
the most likely to transfer at
least once.®
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WHAT CHALLENGES DO TODAY'’S STUDENTS FACE?

INSUFFICIENT FUNDING

The proportion of undergraduate students who have a family income at or below the federal poverty
level has grown since 2000."
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of all undergraduate
students work 40 or
more hours per week.?
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students receive funds
from the Federal Work
Study program?
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Undocumented students are
generally ineligible to receive
financial aid, although some states
have extended state financial aid
to DACA-eligible students.

The most common
occupations for
students across all age
groups are food and
personal services.?
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